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Abstract 

Teaching English especially in EFL context comprises of numerous challenges as the 

students are not exposed to the target language on a regular basis in their everyday life. In this 

case, it becomes a problem for the teacher to teach the functional nuances of the language 

structure which is used in spontaneous situations of life. Today’s competitive context 

demands accuracy and fluency over spoken skill to deliver thoughts, experiences, knowledge, 

and opinions. Libya is a country where students are neither exposed to the native standards 

nor they get a chance to speak or listen to English in their everyday life. The need of the 

classroom is to implement the communicative language teaching strategies and techniques to 

foster English learning. The shift in ELT has given the emphasis to the communicative 

competence rather than linguistic competence. Classroom management is the most important 

aspect of language teaching that is neglected in the traditional approaches of teaching.  

This paper aims to discuss the aspects of developing speaking skills using the 

communicative methods of teaching. It also explores some of the important techniques of 

teaching which can be easily implemented in the EFL classroom to teach speaking. 
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Introduction 

Language has four basic skills among them speaking is considered as the most 

important skill because through which one can share, express, and convey thoughts, opinions, 

and knowledge. Speaking fluently is painstaking because it needs a lot of practice and 

exposure through which one can get hold of the complex linguistic structure. Moreover, it 

also needs the practice of semantic fluidity with contextual competence. As Noam Chomsky 

very rightly said that a sentence may be grammatically correct but it is possible that it does 

not have any contextual meaning. The famous example of the above-mentioned argument he 

gives is ‘colourless green idea sleep furiously’. Speaking and writing is a productive skill 

which needs the careful practice of receptive skill i.e. reading and writing. The receptive 

skills are an input which goes in the unconscious mind and generates the output which is 

known as productive skill.  

Teaching English especially in EFL context comprises of numerous challenges as the 

students are not exposed to the target language on a regular basis in their everyday life. In this 

case, it becomes a problem for the teacher to teach the functional nuances of the language 

structure which is used in spontaneous situations of life. Another aspect of the concern is why 

the speaking skills of students are vulnerable inside the classroom and outside classroom. The 

answer is discussed by Gillian Brown and George Yule in the book titled Teaching the 

Spoken Language that: 

For most of its history, language teaching has been concerned with the study of 

written language. The written language is the language of literature. It is admired, 

studied, and rich in excellent exemplification. The obvious procedure, it must follow, 
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is to teach the language through the excellent written models which can be selected 

and ordered by the teachers. While the students are acquiring an understanding of the  

written language of these splendid models and on the other hand the students are 

practicing the art of producing sentences of the language. The advantage of written 

language is that it has been described by generations of grammar-writers and 

dictionary-makers. The rules of writing English sentences are rather well known and 

well described. (1)  

The above-mentioned idea tells the story of how teachers and practitioners are 

focused on improving the written form of language and neglected the spoken skills of 

students. But today’s competitive context demands accuracy and fluency over spoken skill to 

deliver thoughts, experiences, knowledge, and opinions. Libya is a country where students 

are neither exposed to the native standards nor they get a chance to speak or listen to English 

in their everyday life. In this situation, the teachers who are teaching English find it difficult 

to teach students how to speak in spontaneous and unpredictable real-life situations. The 

teachers who are already in service and teaching English are not trained enough to use 

innovative techniques and strategy in the classroom which can benefit and make students 

skilful in real life. Language teaching in Libya and lack of quality in practical implication is a 

serious concern.  

The need of the classroom is to implement the communicative language teaching 

strategies and techniques to foster English learning. The shift in ELT has given the emphasis 

to the communicative competence rather than linguistic competence. Communicative 

competence is a much broader concept as it is pragmatic and teaches the individuals what to 

say? How to say? and when to say? John Haycraft writes in the book An Introduction to 

English Language Teaching: 
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Teaching English successfully is not just a question of method. I have observed  

classes where the teacher’s techniques were superb, but where the students were  

reluctant to learn because the teacher was not interested in them as people, and his 

lesson developed like the workings of a machine, functioning in isolation. Techniques 

are there to be varied according to who, and what, is being taught. New methods are 

formed which believe that a ‘structural’, a ‘notional’, or ‘a communicative approach’ 

is the only path to a promised land where all students speak perfect English and pass 

their exams without difficulty. Language would seem to reflect life, and perhaps 

teaching English should, therefore, be as varied as living, and include as many 

approaches as possible. Every teacher develops his own method over a period of time. 

He tries out different techniques and refines those that suit him and the subject matter 

he is dealing with. (6)  

Teaching English in EFL context needs competence of approach, method, and 

technique of pedagogy which allows teachers to use different strategies in the classroom. The 

communicative language teaching method introduces the flexibility of methodologies 

because one cannot strict to one method and approach, especially in EFL classroom. The 

students’ needs are diverse and the nature of the classrooms is heterogeneous. So there is a 

need for training of instructional methods for in-service teachers who are unable to use and 

implement strategies for teaching speaking skills. There is a need for extensive practice of 

teaching techniques which can strengthen and enhance the teaching skills of English teachers 

in Libya. Although, the fact is the Ministry of Higher Education is making every possible 

effort to revolutionize the education system in Libya but the situation remain the same as 

earlier. But in contrast, the in-service courses should be made compulsory for English 

teachers across the country because students do not gain confidence over complex linguistic 

structures of English language and fail to perform well in the spontaneous situation of real-
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life. Now the question is why do we need a training course in language teaching techniques 

or strategies? Rebecca L. Oxford demonstrates in the book titled Language Learning 

Strategies: What Every Teacher Should Know that “learning strategies are steps taken by 

students to enhance their own learning and are especially important for language learning 

because they are tools for active, self-directed involvement, which is essential for developing 

communicative competence” (1). In addition, if the teacher is applying the appropriate 

techniques for teaching speaking skills in the classroom it will surely result in improvement 

of proficiency and developing the self-confidence.  

Classroom management is the most important aspect of language teaching that is 

neglected in the traditional approaches of teaching. There are certain roles that a teacher has 

to play while teaching in the classroom. Firstly, the teacher has to play the role of facilitator 

to make the classroom proceedings easy for the students. Teachers who use communicative 

language teaching as a method of pedagogy act as a guide, torch bearer, and moderator to 

help students to learn language easily. Secondly, they should work as an instructor in the 

classroom because in the communicative method the role of the teacher is passive and 

student’s role is active in the classroom. The third role is to be a material developer and 

content moderator because the teacher knows the students better and their needs. So it is 

advised to devise materials and content accordingly. Finally, the teacher has to play the role 

of a manager who takes care of each and everything which is happening in the classroom.  

Accuracy and fluency are two important aspects of speaking skills which should be 

the target of the teachers to improve. David Nunan writes in the book titled Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other Languages: 

Accuracy refers to the extent to which the learners’ speech is grammatically 

acceptable, with clear, intelligible pronunciation and appropriate choice of 

vocabulary. Fluency is the extent to which the learner can speak at an acceptable 
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speed with few false starts and hesitations. It is important to give learners 

opportunities to develop both aspects of their speaking. When coaching for accuracy, 

it is important to correct errors of pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar, either by 

interrupting the speaker or by noting errors and providing feedback on them after the 

speaker has finished. When engaging students in fluency practice, encourage the 

learners to get their meaning across without worrying too much about accuracy just as 

long as their speech is comprehensible and they can convey to the listener what they 

want to say. (54-55) 

Moreover, communicative competence, the ability to respond to the spontaneous 

situation through verbal and non-verbal means in a comprehensible manner. Sandra Savignon 

defines communicative competence as “the ability of language learners to interact with other 

speakers, to make meaning, as distinct from the ability to perform on discrete-point tests of 

grammatical knowledge” (264). Sandra opines this ability “requires an understanding of 

sociocultural contexts of language use” (267). David Nunan says about successful 

communication “for L2 learners to communicate effectively, they must have a reasonable 

command of grammar and vocabulary. But this knowledge alone is insufficient. Learners 

need to learn a wide range of other skills” (53). The next thing is how to develop motivation 

among students to speak and more speak in order to grasp the linguistic structures of 

language and how it is used in different circumstances. The knowledge of the usage of the 

language enables students to manage real-life unpredictable situations very easily and 

effectively. In this regard Leo Jones writes in the book The Student-Centered Classroom:  

But interest and enthusiasm are not generated by a topic itself, they are generated by 

the students themselves as they discover more about the topic and their knowledge of 

and views on the topic. Personal experiences of a topic are always more interesting 

than general knowledge about it. (13) 
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Leo Jones advocates “speaking in English for two minutes can be a challenging, scary 

experience for some students. Working together makes this less scary, particularly if students 

are helping and supporting one another. And the feeling of having achieved something is very 

motivating” (14). The role of the teacher is to just make the students comfortable and help 

them wherever they need.  

Again the question arises that what should be done to make in-service teachers 

competent in teaching speaking skills. First of all the classroom nature has to be changed to 

students centred where a student can actively participate and learn independently. The role of 

the teacher is to act as a guide, facilitator, moderator, and torch bearer. Leo Jones says “A 

student-centred approach helps students to develop a “can-do” attitude. It is effective, 

motivating, and enjoyable” (1). Kumaravadivelu writes in the book titled Understanding 

Language Teaching: From Method to Post-Method: 

The aims and activities of any language teaching method can be analyzed and 

understood, in part, by studying the input and interactional modifications that the 

teachers are advised to carry out for promoting desired to learn outcomes in the 

classroom. (103) 

With specific reference to English teaching in the Libyan context, there is a need for 

extensive in-service teacher training programmes. A country like Libya where exposure to 

the English language is not available for students on a regular basis in their everyday life, the 

teaching in the classroom becomes a challenging task. Especially for those who are teaching 

from a long time and do not attend in-service programmes for upgrading themselves in 

approach, method, and technique of pedagogy. Orientation programmes for the in-service 

teacher are important and should be made compulsory at regular intervals. Refresher courses 

and faculty development programmes are an easy way where one can share their problems 
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and learn a new innovative way to teach effectively. These are some of the important 

instructions which can be utilized in the EFL classrooms to teach speaking skills.  

 

Use of Group Work 

Use of group work can be extremely helpful in the EFL classrooms because the 

students are not getting a chance to express themselves in the target language regularly. So 

using group work, pair work, and think pair share will enable students to talk more, get the 

idea of using linguistic structures of language in context, and automatically they can have a 

platform where they can talk, share and learn. This technique of teaching is also helpful in a 

large classroom. Leo Jones defines the benefit of using group work in the classroom:  

Before students work together, their teacher will help them prepare to work together 

with explanations and pronunciation practice. While students are working together, 

their teacher will be available to give advice and encouragement. After they’ve 

finished working together, and the class is reassembled, their teacher will give them 

feedback, offer suggestions and advice, make corrections, and answer questions. (2-3) 

 

Use of Ice-Breaker and Brainstorming Sessions 

The teacher has to ensure that the whole is participating in the classroom process. To 

ensure this, it is good to have a brainstorming session at the beginning of the class to energize 

students to participate actively. Ice-breaker activities are an easy way to warm-up students 

about how they are going to learn about any topic or idea. 

 After warming up the students, the role of teacher is to use the strategy of listen and 

imitate. To teach speaking skill it is the most common technique but it is very effective in 

EFL classrooms. To use this method the teacher can use audio-visual means to make the 

students listen to the native pronunciation and imitate the same to learn how to pronounce the 
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exact words. If the language lab is not available, the mobile can work as a medium through 

which at least one can record and play the sound.   

 

Collaborative Learning 

In communicative language teaching method, the students play a more active role 

than a teacher. The use of collaborative work can enable students to work in a group and can 

learn from one another. The teachers should use this technique to foster the learning of 

English and enhancing the spoken skills of the students.  

 

Use of Role Play 

Teaching speaking with the help of role-playing can be extremely effective in the EFL 

classroom. The teacher has to assign roles to the students with the help of any prescribed text. 

The next step is to ask them to play the role of their chosen form of the text. The teacher can 

even ask to reverse the role in order to have a dynamic discussion in the classroom. 

 

Assessment Techniques 

It is a very important aspect of teaching because through assessment one can know the 

learning outcome of the students. Using the communicative method and learner-centered 

approach one can use the pair discussion and group discussion to minimize the doubts of the 

students. Apart from this, the teacher can make use of the whole class discussion especially 

when teaching the speaking skill of the language. Using these techniques, the learner can 

make their doubt clear at the end of the class and the teacher can have the opportunity to 

rectify the mistakes of the students.  
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Conclusion 

To conclude, it can be easily seen from the above-mentioned discussion that 

communicative methods can be easily applied in the classroom to teach speaking skill in 

order to have a better learning outcome. Use of activities like ice-breaking, brainstorming 

sessions can be extremely effective in EFL classrooms. Teachers who are teaching can be 

trained to use group work, collaborative learning techniques to enhance and foster the 

learning process. It is very important to develop motivation of the teachers through faculty 

development programmes, refresher courses, in-service courses which target to develop the 

communicative methods of the classroom.  
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